[Myocardial contrast: scopes and limits].
Myocardial contrast echocardiography is an noninvasive and promising method for the assessment of myocardial perfusion. At the beginning, the contrast agents were administered intracoronary but now the second-generation contrast agents contain microbubbles that traverse the pulmonary circulation and opacity the myocardium after intravenous injection of contrast. The sensitivity, specificity and diagnostic accuracy of myocardial contrast is comparable with perfusion nuclear studies. The myocardial contrast echocardiography is currently the best and most accurate measure of reperfusion at a microvascular level, specially the assessment of non-reflow phenomenon after acute myocardial infarction.